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Rules tries to be as fair as they can. I 
would presume that the committee will 
be inclined to follow historic practice 
for the consideration of the budget 
next week. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I respect-
fully inform the majority leader, we 
were very concerned about the fact 
that we were shut down today in terms 
of offering amendments or substitutes. 
I will respectfully advise the majority 
that if that continues to occur, there 
will be actions on our side of the aisle 
to try to express our deep concern 
about that.

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, will the 
gentleman yield? 

Mr. HOYER. I yield to the gentleman 
from California. 

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, I simply 
will say as the distinguished majority 
leader has said, I actually made the an-
nouncement just a few minutes ago 
about the request that we have pro-
posals submitted to the Committee on 
Rules by early next week so we will be 
able to consider this measure on 
Wednesday. It is our intention, as has 
been our intention in the past, to do 
everything we possibly can to make 
substitutes in order and as many sub-
stitutes as we possibly can. 

I want to assure the gentleman that 
is the goal of the Committee on Rules, 
and we will look forward to testimony 
from our many colleagues who would 
like to offer proposals. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, reclaiming 
my time, I thank the gentleman and 
express the fervent hope that the com-
mittee will be able to reach its goals. 
They are commendable goals to 
achieve, and I hope they are achieved. 

Mr. Speaker, we have been talking 
about the Amber bill and adding things 
to it. We had a bill a week and a half 
ago on the floor. That was to aid our 
men and women in the armed forces 
whom we are sending in harm’s way. 
We were not able to pass it the week 
before. We have not passed it this 
week. Can the gentleman advise us as 
to the status of that bill. 

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, will the 
gentleman yield? 

Mr. HOYER. I yield to the gentleman 
from Texas. 

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means held a 
markup of the Social Security bill yes-
terday, and I expect to consider that 
legislation under a rule in the next 
week or so. 

On the Armed Services Tax Fairness 
Act, the committee is still reviewing 
options for potential changes to that 
bill, but we also expect to consider that 
legislation in the very near future. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, reclaiming 
my time, I advise the distinguished 
majority leader that I am authorized 
on behalf of the minority to tell the 
gentleman that if that bill were re-
ported out without any additional 
items attached to it, we would be pre-
pared to give unanimous consent so it 
could be passed either next Tuesday 
night or Wednesday. 

Mr. Speaker, lastly, it is my under-
standing that we obviously want to ac-
commodate those who want to go to 
that dinner, but am I correct in observ-
ing that the normal practice on Tues-
days will continue to be 6:30? 

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, will the 
gentleman yield? 

Mr. HOYER. I yield to the gentleman 
from Texas. 

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, the gen-
tleman is correct. This is a special and 
rare occurrence where we would not be 
starting votes on legislation at 6:30 on 
a day that we come back into session. 
There are extenuating circumstances, 
and we are trying to accommodate our 
Members. Yes, we hope to stick to 6:30 
as much as possible. 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, reclaiming 
my time, I thank the gentleman for his 
comments.

f 

ADJOURNMENT TO MONDAY, 
MARCH 17, 2003 

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent when the House ad-
journs today, it adjourn to meet at 
noon on Monday, March 17, 2003. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
SIMPSON). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
f 

HOUR OF MEETING ON TUESDAY, 
MARCH 18, 2003 

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that when the House ad-
journs on Monday, March 17, that it ad-
journ to meet at 12:30 p.m. on Tuesday, 
March 18, 2003, for morning hour de-
bates. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
f 

DISPENSING WITH CALENDAR 
WEDNESDAY BUSINESS ON 
WEDNESDAY NEXT 

Mr. DELAY. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-
imous consent that the business in 
order under the Calendar Wednesday 
rule be dispensed with on Wednesday 
next. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
f 

HONORING KATHLEEN CASEY AND 
ALL IRISH AMERICANS ON ST. 
PATRICK’S DAY 

(Mr. ROHRABACHER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. ROHRABACHER. Madam Speak-
er, with St. Patrick’s Day only a few 
days away, it is appropriate for us to 
recognize and, yes, celebrate the role 
that Irish Americans have played in 
our history and in the development of 
our national character. 

So many Irish Americans came here 
seeking refuge from tyranny and hun-
ger in their own homeland. They never 
forgot that suffering that they left be-
hind, which helped ensure that Amer-
ica has, over the years, sided with the 
oppressed and cared for the less fortu-
nate. 

Irish Americans passed on these val-
ues, along with a sense of decency and 
a commitment to justice, as well as a 
love of song and humor, from genera-
tion to generation. One of those proud 
Americans of Irish descent is Kathleen 
Casey of Orange County, California, 
who turns 80 years old today. We wish 
her a happy birthday, and will join her 
and other Irish Americans in the cele-
bration of St. Patrick’s Day this com-
ing Monday. 

f 

NO STRATEGIC PETROLEUM 
RESERVES TO BE RELEASED 

(Mr. DEFAZIO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. DEFAZIO. Madam Speaker, I 
urge Members to read the Wall Street 
Journal today wherein the Secretary of 
Energy, appointed by President Bush, 
assured Ali Naimi, the Saudi Minister, 
the man in charge of manipulating oil 
supply and heading up their negotia-
tions with the cartel to control prices 
and to constrain supply, he assured 
him, Mr. Abraham, the Secretary of 
Energy, assured him the United States 
would not release oil from its Strategic 
Petroleum Reserve to help control the 
prices being gouged out of Americans 
by the Saudis and others. 

That is outrageous. I cannot believe 
that the Secretary of Energy appointed 
by President Bush has cut a deal with 
the Saudis that we will not release our 
Strategic Petroleum Reserve to help 
the American consumers, to help keep 
our airlines from going bankrupt, to 
help keep our truckers from going 
bankrupt, and to help keep American 
families not being able to put food on 
the table so they can buy a tank of gas 
for their car. There is something wrong 
with that. I have sent the Secretary of 
Energy a letter to ask him to explain 
his position to the American people. 

f 

EXPRESSING REGRET FOR ASSAS-
SINATION OF SERBIAN PRIME 
MINISTER ZORAN DJINDJIC 

(Mr. DREIER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. DREIER. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to express my deep regret at the 
tragic assassination yesterday of Ser-
bian Prime Minister Zoran Djindjic. 
Prime Minister Djindjic worked closely 
with my friend, Jim Denton, and my 
chief of staff, Brad Smith, in pursuing 
democratization in Serbia. In a coun-
try that has seen more than its share 
of autocratic governments, the Prime 
Minister promoted democratic ideals 
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throughout his political career. He was 
one of the founding members of the 
Centrist Democratic Party in 1989, one 
of the leading anti-Milosevic parties. 
He was also instrumental in fostering 
the mass protest that ultimately ended 
Slobodan Milosevic’s rule in 2000. 

Since that time, he served as the 
Prime Minister of Serbia, promoting 
economic development and democra-
tization within the former Yugoslavia. 
Prime Minister Djindjic was instru-
mental in delivering Slobodan 
Milosevic to face the war crimes 
charges before The Hague Tribunal. 

It may be well that Mr. Djindjic’s un-
abashed support for governance and his 
efforts to end corruption led to his 
tragic death. As we here in the United 
States continue to take advantage of 
our freedom and representative govern-
ment, we must remember that there 
are fragile democracies all around the 
world. 

Our Nation learned long ago that lib-
erty does not come without a price. As 
other nations learn that same unfortu-
nate lesson, the United States must 
continue to promote international de-
mocratization so the sacrifices of 
Prime Minister Djindjic and other rev-
olutionaries will not have been in vain.

f 

b 1545 

MOURNING ASSASSINATION OF 
SERBIAN PRIME MINISTER 
DJINDJIC 
(Mr. HOYER asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
join the gentleman from California 
(Mr. DREIER) in his comments about 
Mr. Djindjic, the Prime Minister of 
Serbia. Serbia in the 1990s, like Iraq 
has gone through, was under the heel of 
a despot who was vicious and who in 
my opinion was a war criminal. When 
the United States acted to displace the 
Milosevic regime and ultimately 
Milosevic was voted out of office be-
cause we went into Kosovo, it was Mr. 
Djindjic who showed the courage and 
the moral commitment to ensure that 
Mr. Milosevic would be transferred to 
The Hague to answer for his crimes. 
That trial currently is going on. It is 
going on because Mr. Djindjic had the 
courage to facilitate the transfer out of 
Serbia to The Hague of the alleged war 
criminal Slobodan Milosevic. 

He has now been assassinated. We do 
not know yet who the perpetrator of 
that assassination is. Suffice it to say, 
we have lost someone whose courage 
and commitment to freedom and 
human rights was an important aspect 
for his country and for the inter-
national community. We are a lesser 
international community for his loss. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBER TO 
MEXICO-UNITED STATES INTER-
PARLIAMENTARY GROUP 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 

BLACKBURN). Pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 

276h, and the order of the House of Jan-
uary 8, 2003, the Chair announces the 
Speaker’s appointment of the following 
Member of the House to the Mexico-
United States Interparliamentary 
Group: 

Mr. KOLBE, Arizona, Chairman. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBER TO 
CANADA-UNITED STATES INTER-
PARLIAMENTARY GROUP 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to 22 U.S.C. 276d, and the order of 
the House of January 8, 2003, the Chair 
announces the Speaker’s appointment 
of the following Member of the House 
to the Canada-United States Inter-
parliamentary Group: 

Mr. HOUGHTON, New York, Chairman. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBER TO 
BRITISH-AMERICAN INTER-
PARLIAMENTARY GROUP 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to 22 U.S.C. 276l, and the order of 
the House of January 8, 2003, the Chair 
announces the Speaker’s appointment 
of the following Member of the House 
to the British-American Inter-
parliamentary Group: 

Mr. PETRI, Wisconsin, Chairman. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO 
HOUSE COMMISSION ON CON-
GRESSIONAL MAILING STAND-
ARDS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to 2 U.S.C. 501(b), and the order of 
the House of January 8, 2003, the Chair 
announces the Speaker’s appointment 
of the following Members of the House 
to the House Commission on Congres-
sional Mailing Standards: 

Mr. NEY, Ohio, Chairman; 
Mr. ADERHOLT, Alabama; 
Mr. SWEENEY, New York; 
Mr. LARSON, Connecticut; 
Mr. THOMPSON, Mississippi; 
Mr. HOLT, New Jersey.

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair announces that on February 10, 
2003, the Speaker delivered to the Clerk 
a letter listing Members in the order in 
which each shall act as Speaker pro 
tempore under clause 8(b)(3) of rule I. 

f 

CONTINUATION OF NATIONAL 
EMERGENCY WITH RESPECT TO 
IRAN—MESSAGE FROM THE 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 108–46) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message 
from the President of the United 
States; which was read and, together 
with the accompanying papers, without 
objection, referred to the Committee 
on International Relations and ordered 
to be printed:

To the Congress of the United States: 

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides 
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, prior to the 
anniversary date of its declaration, the 
President publishes in the Federal Reg-
ister and transmits to the Congress a 
notice stating that the emergency is to 
continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this pro-
vision, I have sent the enclosed notice, 
stating that the Iran emergency is to 
continue in effect beyond March 15, 
2003, to the Federal Register for publica-
tion. The most recent notice con-
tinuing this emergency was published 
in the Federal Register on March 14, 2002 
(67 FR 11553). 

The crisis between the United States 
and Iran constituted by the actions and 
policies of the Government of Iran, in-
cluding its support for international 
terrorism, efforts to undermine Middle 
East peace, and acquisition of weapons 
of mass destruction and the means to 
deliver them, that led to the declara-
tion of a national emergency on March 
15, 1995, has not been resolved. These 
actions and policies are contrary to the 
interests of the United States in the re-
gion and pose a continuing unusual and 
extraordinary threat to the national 
security, foreign policy, and economy 
of the United States. For these rea-
sons, I have determined that it is nec-
essary to continue the national emer-
gency declared with respect to Iran and 
maintain in force comprehensive sanc-
tions against Iran to respond to this 
threat. 

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HOUSE, March 12, 2003.

f 

PERIODIC REPORT ON NATIONAL 
EMERGENCY WITH RESPECT TO 
IRAN—MESSAGE FROM THE 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 108–47) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message 
from the President of the United 
States; which was read and, together 
with the accompanying papers, without 
objection, referred to the Committee 
on International Relations and ordered 
to be printed:
To the Congress of the United States: 

As required by section 401(c) of the 
National Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 
1641(c), section 204(c) of the Inter-
national Emergency Economic Powers 
Act, 50 U.S.C. 1703(c), and section 505(c) 
of the International Security and De-
velopment Cooperation Act of 1985, 22 
U.S.C. 2349aa–9(c), I am transmitting a 
6-month periodic report prepared by 
my Administration on the national 
emergency with respect to Iran that 
was declared in Executive Order 12957 
of March 15, 1995. 

GEORGE W. BUSH.
THE WHITE HOUSE, March 12, 2003.
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